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A

OCCUPATIONAL AND EDUCAkONAL GOALS OF LOW-INCOME
CHILDREN IN KENTUCKY, 1969 AND 1975,

by

Anne V. Gabbard and A; Lee Coleman

In 1969 a group of fifth and sixth graders from low-income areas in three

Kentucky' counties answered a 'questionnaire concerned with educational and occu-
C.

pational goals. A similar group was questioned in 1975. This report lo

/ t'
briefly at what changes in the attitudes and aspirations of elementary sc ool

children have occurred during the past 6 years. In order to make the data

available as soon as possible and in a form readily usuable by e4gcators and -

others, this report is based on percentages and-percentage differences. More

sophisticated analyses be presented later.

The 1969 sample groups consisted of all children in the fifth and sixth

grades of four rural mountain schools (98 in Prater-Borders and Millard-

Hensley,schools, Magoffin Couhtyl and 88 in Rogers and Red River Valley

schools, Wolfe County) and all the fifth and sixth graders in three urban

schools (169 in Carver, Jeff Davis, and John8on schools tn, Fayette County).
Oh 4

The 19'75 sample consisted of 199. fifth and sixth graders from the-same rural

mountain schools and 292 fid -and sixth graders from three Fayette County

schools serving low-income areasl (Johnson, Ashland, and,Harrison). In each

year a few children were absent'on the days of the survey, and a few were

eliminated because they were not low-income or were belie},ed so retarded that

they could not answer the simple questionnaire. The sample from the urban

schools in both 1969 and 1975 was half black and half white, whereas the rural

Appalachian sample for both years was all white. Both urban and rural samples

were about .evenly divided between boys and girls, and the rural, sample in both

1Carver and Jefferson D vis schools were closed between 1969 and-1975.



-2-

'69 and '75 was, aa/a whole, slightly younger than the urban group. In 1969

. the average age of the rural children was 11,80,years compared with 11.4 for

A...;. '',

the urban groups and in 1975 the ages vprt
,

11.6 and .12,0, respectively. In the.

land1975 sample of white children, both urbatilana rural, the girlswere younger than
.,,,..

..
., -.,

the boys, whereas the reverse was true in the urban,black group. The age dis-

parity between males and females was quite slight in 1969, and the relationship

was the same for all groups, urban and rural, black and white - -the girls being

only very slightly younger than the boys,

occuaknom4 ASPIRATIONS ANWIRPEOTATIONS

The students were asked two kinds of questions about their occupational

goals. One dealt mith their aspirations (what kind %f job they would like if

they could do anything they wanted), and the other dealt with their expectations

(what kind of job they really expected to have some.day), Predictably, expec-

tations were somewhat lower than aspirations in both 1969 and 1975. That is,

more students named professional, managerial, or higher technical jobs when

asked about their aspirations than did when asked what kind of job they really

expected tp have.) For example, L% of the entire sample in 1975 and 566, of the

1969 sample-aspired to professional or managerial Sobs, but only 52% in 1975

and 51% in 1969.really expected to obtain hat kind of job.

From the above mentioned figures, it is evident that aspirationsZ:1975

were somewhat higher on a scale of social prestige than in 1969, Lookibg at

the samples more closely reveals that this increase is to be found maiay among

the urban boys.,'In 1969 only 27.8% of the black males and 25% of the white

urban males aspired to jobs in 1-ie professional-technical category, but, in
0

1975 approximately twice as many desired this type of job..(58.7 and 463%,

respectively). ,Correspondingly, there was not so much interest.in the 'blue

collar" jobs asthere had been in 1969 (Table 1). Although more of the urban(

4
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TABLE 1. JOB ASPIRATIONS BY RESIDENCE, RACE, AND SEX: '16
.PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONt BY "LEVEL OF JOB ASPIRED TO, 1969 AND 1975

Rural

WhiteOccupational White, White
Category Male Female Total Male

Professional,
Technical W4.6 74.7 59.2'. 25.0

-Farmers , 7.6 d..o 3.9 2.3.Farmers

Managers,
Proprietors 1.1 0.0 0.6 2.3

Clerical,
Sales 2.2 ; 18.4 10.1 4.5

Craftsmen,
Foreden 177;4. 0.0, 8.8 20.5

,-...

Operatives 1)1.1 0.0 7.3 : 9:1

Service
Worker__ `5.4 6.9 6.1. -29.5

Labo ers 7.6 o.o 4.0 6.8

ALL .

N =

100.0

(92)

Profeisional, .

Technical. 24.1

Farmers 6.3

Managers,
Proprietors 0.0

Clerical,

100.0 100.0

(87) Mr79)

85:2 54.7

1.1 3.1

0.0 0.0

100.0

(44)

-1g75-

Urban

Total
White.

Female
Black
Male

Black
Female Total

81.9

OA

0.0

27.8

0.0

0.0

73.8

0.0 .

0.0

53.0

0.6

0.6

56.3

2.3

o.6

13.6 2.8 4.8 6 6 8.4

0.0 11.1 o,:o
I
7.8 8.4

0.0 19.4 2.4 7.2 7.2

4.5 33.3 19.0 21.2 13.3

0.0 5.6 0.0 3.0 3.5

100.0 100.0 100.0 100:0

(44) (36) (42) (166)

.100.0

(345)
4

....46.
46.2 .77.5

0.0 ,1.4

.3.0 1.4

Sales 1.1, 8.4 4.7 I '0.0 8.5

,:

9.0- 1.4

, +7.9 2.8

19:4 7.0

4.5 0.0

Craftsmen,
Foremen

,.,--

22.1 0.0 11.1

Operatives, 33.7 -0.0 16.8

Service
Worker - 3.2

,

. 4.2 3.7

Laborers - 9.5 1.1 5.3 .

AL 100.0 100.0 100.0

N =
,N

N (95) (95) (196)

/

58:7 76.3 65.3 61.0

3.2 0.0 1.1 2.1

_3.2 0.0 1.8 1.1'

. 6.3 6.6 5.4 5.1

6.3 0.0 4.o 6.9
-

4.8 2.6 6.9 10.9

17.5 14.5 14.4 '10.1

0.0 0.0 1.1 2.8

.100.0 100.0 100.0 loo:o,

(67) (71) (?77)
t

(467)
.

100.0 900.0

(63) (76) 1
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black and urban white males aspired to professional-type jobs in 1975 than in

1969, a rather large proportion mentioned service jobs as their desired occu-

pation. Within this category fall such occupations as policeman, fireman, jan-

itor, cook, hospital orderly, and barber. Eighteen percent of'the blacks and

19% of the white boys aspired to.these types of jobs ih 1975 compared with 33

and 30%, respectively, in 1969. This was the highest percentage in any Category

in 1969 for these boys. In 1975 the service category was still high in the

choice of the,urban boys, ranking second. The urban girls, black and white,

showed 4.ttleohange,in their aspirations; about three-fourth aspired to pro-

fessional or technical jobs in both 1969 and 1975. Nursing and teaching were

mentioned most often.

The specific job most desired by the urban black boys in 1975 was th

athlete, with 20 out of the 63 black males(or 32%) mentioning this sion

(Fig, 1). Six out of 71 urban white boys (or ag) mentioned athlete (Fig. 2).

Fourteen percent of the urban white boys aspired to truck driver, and this was

the most frequently named specific occupation among them, However, more of the

urban white boys mentioned professional jobs,:uch as veteiOnarian, engineer,

or scientist, than did their rural counterparts irk 1975 or their urban counter-

parts in 1969.

Policeman, which was the occupation most desired by both black and whit
. -

urban boys in 1969 (20% of black boys and 28% of white boys), was mentioned by

only 11% in each group icy 1975. Physician or lawyer was aspired to b'y,1% of
4

the urban blacks in 1969 and 12% of the urban whites, but fed popularity

to 5 and 4%, respectively, in"1975. The shift Of-urban black males to the

glamour occupation of athlete (32%), which is classified in the professional

job category, accQpn or the great increase in'level of aspiration for this

gx*p. NeverthelesS,the urban black boys, as did the urban whi4e boyS, men-

tioned a wider range of professional occupations in 1975 than in 1969.
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Although the percentage mentioning physicians or lawyer wat down, there was
/

in 975 increased mention of yerearian, minist er, pharmacist, banker, en-
. . /

/,

.gineer, And scientist,

There was a startling change, in

of rural white montain bpys (Table 1

ft

the reverse direction,-in the aspirations

anliFig. 3 ). Whereas° 44.6% wanted pin-,

fessiorral jobs in 1969, only 24,2% did .06 in 1975. Accordinglyk there was an

increase in the number of bOys,desiringl,"blue collar" jobs, with the largest
.

. °

inert in the operatives category (3 {in 1975 tkompared with 116'in 1969):1

In 1975 wellAcoVer half (56%) aspired to.§coupationt in the operatives sand
. ,1 .

craftsmen or foremen categories. ButAinfike the urban b oys very few rural

boys desired service jobs, perhaps refiebting 41elower-inoidence_of, uch

jobs in rural areas,

r

It is difficult* ascertain how-much of this downward

shift can be attributed to a reallaCk of 'ambition or a downtrodden feeling

and how-much should be attributed tothe sudden rise in pr

of truck driving and the "C-B" (Cit zene Band). radio/ A further contr

tige, or mYstiqn,

but

Ifacto': might be the increased actxv ty in the coal mining industry
4

Eastern Kentucky mountains and itdisubsequent economic impact trucking

n the

/

and related occupations, Truck diiirer was by far.the speci

./.i

most often mentioned by the rur 1 boys, Twenty-seven.out of 95 boyss (
. ;

i

mentioned this job in 1975, An the next most often-men ioned jobs wc---

c occupatio

carpenter (8%) and mechanic

1,

4

The correspondin hift from the pro-

-fessional categories occurre .1.argely in the fellow ng occupations: 10% of

the boys aspiring to the to = ching profusion in 1.69 dawnto:6% 14/1975, 3%

4men fining veterinarian in 1969 down to zero in 975, 8% men ning scientist

or engineer in 1969 down in 1975,

/

Whereas.thsrural boys shifted downward on a'prekstige' scale in their.

occupational aspirations, td rural girls dicated higher aspirations in 1975

than they did .in 1969/(Tabife I). Three-fourths(74.7%),di the rural girls
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desired professional jobs in 1969 co eared with 85.3% in 1975, and. there was

a corresponding dOwnward shift in the perc tage desiring clerical jobs from

.1;

18% in 190 to a% iii 1975.

Nursin aneteaching still head the list of jobs t desired by girls -.

rural urban,:black or white `(Figs. 6-10). However, the.p entage of girls

desiring these particular jobs was down slightly from 6 years ago, -xcept in

the case of teaching as-a desired occupation among white urban girl Here,

there was an, increase from:35% to 42%, In general, there was a der range of

jobs mentioned by all girls in 1975. Jobs such as recreatio worker, athlete,

mechanic, carpenter farmer*, horse trainer and social wo fr were mentioned in

1975, but not in-1969, Only one girl in 1969 aspire o the profession of

e
physician', but 4 did In, 1975; no girl mentione erinarian in 1969., but 5

did in 1975; and-10 girl in-:1975 wanted t a police officer, whereas none

had in 1969. Although 8girls (7 wh e al and 1 white urban), or 3% noted

housewife as their desired occ n 1975 as opposed to only 1 white urban

girl (0.6 %) in X3969, and t. . gh most girls still prefer the traditional fe-

male jobs of nurse
z.

or secreterY4,there is a beginning, a.smattering,

of interest pations whiclxhave traditionally been held by .males.
,

e

Whe ing children, of this age group what the would like to do if they

naturallycoul o anything they wanted, one naturally expects-ens = s.which are not

cessarily realistic, And we do indeed see many children in this 1975 sample

reaching for the stars--particularly the urban black males in their desire to

emulate. the many.talented:black athletes performing in the Oly4ics and pro-

fessional sports today. On 'the, other hand, the response of the rural males

is somewhat contradictory, to expectations And seems best explained as a unique

(and perhaps temporary) fascination with truck driving and its increased pres-

tige, which has -been reflected on several TV shows and in the economic advances

truckers in the coal fields,NNtne interesting, feature of this aspiration is
, -4-

1 8.
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that it is probably an attainable goal (assuming good economic co tions ) for

.

the 28% aspiring to it; and conversely, the aspiration to be professional a

letes is most likely an unobtainable goal for most of the 36% black boys'as-

piring to it. An awarehess of this is'refleCted somewhat in the .respohse of

these boys to the question', "What kind of job do you really expect to have whir.

you grow up?" Two thirds of the rural white boys expected to have the same

job to which they aspired, whereas only 59% of the black bbys mentioned the

',,_identical job in response:to both the aspiration and expectation questions.

highest correlation between jobs desired and job expected was among the

rural white girls, 76% of whom both desired and expected to obtain the same
a

job, The lowest correlation was among the urban white females--only 47% ex-

- pected to get the job they Would really like to have.

These figures are in keeping with the assumption that expectations will be

lower than aspirations. A comparison of Table 1 with Table 2 shows that, with .

the exception, of the black males in 1969, expectations for both years were

somewiat lower than aspirations- -that is, fewer children expected professional

jobs than aspired to them. The exceptions, were the 287 of the black males who

aspired to profesqional jobs in 1969 compared' with the 35% who said they act-

ually a ected to achieve this type job, The girls continued:in 1975 to have

much higher aspiration& and expectations than the boys. There was a slight

rise in the expectations of rural white girls during the 6-yekr period.. The

,

black urban girls remained about the same in their level of expectation, but

the white urban girls had somewhat lower expectations than their 1969 counter-

parts,

As with -job aspirations, the greatest difference between the two time

periods occurs among the "boys- -with expectations of urban black and white boys

much higher in 1975, than in 1969, and expectations of rural white youth much

lower in 1969, Since most of the boys think they really will have the job they

ti



TABLE 2e JOB EXPECTATIONS BY RESIDENCE, RACE, AND SEX: -

----

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY LEVEL OF JOB EXPECTED, 1969 AND 1975

Rural Urban

Occupational White White 'White White Black , Black

Category Male -Female Total Male Female 'Male F.0:11.17-N.Total .Total
,

-1969-
.."'

,

Professional,
40 Technical 32.5 71.4 51.9 19.4 ' 75.7 , 35.3 .6 51.0

`--armers , 11.2 0.0 . 5.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 . b`,- 3.0
/ .7.-,

,

Mra6gers, ,

,

\\' ;Proprietors 1.2 0.0 0.6 ,2.8 0.0 0.0 ',:0.0

3.7 13.7 8.7 8.3 0.0 2.6 5.5 7.2
Clerical,

Sales

Craftsmen,
Foremen

Operatives

Service-
Worker

Laborers

0.7 0.6

26.2 0.0 13;,2 25.0 ;0.0
,
Ti4.4 0.0

14.0 1.2 7.5 16.7 \2.7 ,j'.8.8 5.3 8.3

11.4

:t7.8

2.5 12.5 7.5 19.4. 10.8 26.5 23.7 20:0 1-3.4,

8.7, 1.2 5.0 8.4 0.0 14.7 2.6 6.2 5.6

ALL

N

100.0 100.0 100.0 loo.o 100.0 i00.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(8o) (80) (16o) (56)- :167) (34) (38) (145). 305)

-

-1?75-

-Professional,
Technical 20.0 74.4 45.9 39.3 66.8 50.9 68.8 56:8 52.1

,--,

Farmers 10:0 2.4 6.4 0.0 1.9 3.6 0.0 -1 .k 3.5 (

- \.

Managers, .. ,_

Proprietors 0.0 0.0 0.0 5:4 1.9 1.8 0.0. 2.2 1.2

Clerical,
Sales 1. , 12.3 . 5.8 1.8 3.6 1.8 9.4 4.4 5.0 ''

CriftsMen, \\
40

.
,
Foremen 25.6-r 0.0 . 13.4 104 1.9 10.9 0.0 , 5.7 .9.0

Operatives 32.2 0'.0 16.9 '21.4 :41%,zi, 1.8 1:6 7.3 11.5 ..

.. . ;

Service -ri,,,,

Worker 3.3 8.5 5.8 :...12,5 13.1 29.1. 15.6 . ,17.5- , 12.54

Laborers 8.9 2.4 , 5.8 8.9 ' 5.6 0:0. 4.8 4.8 ,5,2".,14,

AIL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.D 100.0 100.0 100.0 1

N
.itAL (82) (172) (56) (54) (55) (64) (229) (f01)

pi.---\`

-, ,
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want, the same asp ied:tO jobs appear as expected-jobs, with only a slight

decrease in frequencies among the professional jobs and a slig t increase in

the blue-collar jobs. Many children who do not name identical jobs as aspi:

rations and expectations name an expected job,in'the same occupational cate-

gory: For instance, a rural boy may nameAruck drir as his desired occu-
v
,

patiori and farmer as -his expected job, These jbbs are close on an occupational
-... .

.
, ,,.

prestige scald, Likewise; a black urban boy may hope to.become an athlete.

but really expects to become a phy"sitian. Both of these occupations are in

the professional category, and thus we see onl a slight shift downward in

expected occupation, but a far from perfect correlation between decided and
-

expected jobs.

Thus, it would appear that while a -few children are more "realistic" in,,
,)

their expectations than they are in their aspirations, many childfen in this

age group still are rather unrealistic (and probably fluctuating), in their

job choices and expectations. Although it is difficult to bompletely

understand the great increase in the level of aspirations and expectations

of urban boys, especially the blacks, and the greet decline among rural boys;
/

one can view the former as quite encouraging. and the latter as not altogether

discouraging. For if low-income youth, particularly' blacks,. are to rise to

higher economic and social levels, they must first aspire,,to do so. It

,therefore encouraging to see these urban youth looking up into the-s421,,

for surely the_dream must precede the" reality. On the other hand, it is

not discouraging to see the rise in prestige of jobs such as truck-driving,

for there will never room at the top for everyone and to encourage all to

so aspire may be neither fair nor honest. Therefore, it may behoove our

.society to raise the prestige apd income -level of very necessary- -but

heretofore rather disdained-vocations,
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INFLUENCES ON OCCUPATIONAL GOALS 0

a A

One of the questions on bothhe 1969.and 1975 queStionnaireS attempt
/

to determinehat influence the advice of yarious people close to the children

,/

might. hav on their future plans. The childienwere queried directly as to

who advice was most important to them.

In both 1969 ,and 1975 parental advice was Valued ,most highly by these

students (Table 3). The rural children showed do change over the 6-year

period, The girls still: Considered their mothers' advice most important, and

the boys looked to their fathers,

The urban group as Vole valued-mother's aavice/More.than father's.

This was true of all urban children in 1915 male or female, black or white,
ft

and was true, also for all except the w4ite,males in 1969, More of this

latter group ,considered father's advice most important in 1969, but the re-

verse was true in 1975, However, therpercentage valuing the mother's opinion

most'in 1975 was only slightly higher than that favoring father (L8 percent

compared with 43 percent),

Although the black urban girls valued their mothers' opinion most in

both 1969 and 1975, there was an increase in 1975 the percentage in this

group who sought their fathers! id-trice (up from 5% in 1969 to 17% in 1975).

The.other two urban groups showed little changeover &years, In both year(
4 A ,

almost 50% of the black males considered their mothe., advice most important

and about35% valued their fathers' advice most. ilmost three fourths of the

white urban girls in both years thought their mothers' advice Most important

to them,
.

. c

Three thing's stand out in both 1969 and 1975, First, parental advice

is far more important to these children than that of any other personsor'

groups, No other type, cif person was named by as many-as 10% of any group

r

22
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TABLE 3. MOST IMPORTANUDVISOR CONCERi\TIN6 FUTURE PUNS:
PERCENTAGE DISTELIBUITO BY TIIIPE OF' PERSON NAMED, 1969 AND 1975

-

Rural Urban

White
Male

*White

Female
.

Total
White.

Male
White
Female

Black
Male

Black
Female Total

-

Mother
.

Fathe-r

Sibling

Other

24.4

62.2

;-_,

62.5

21.6

43.3'

42.1

-1469-

37.2

. 48.8

73.8

11:8

47.2

35.3

85.7

4.7

61.5

24.8

9

Relative -. 0.0 1:1 o.6 4..8 4.8 2.9 2.4 3.8
s .4'

Teacher - ,

.,

Preacher

2.3

0:0

3.4

0.0

2.8

0.0

2.3

, 0.0

4.8

0.0

2.9

.2.9

0.0

2.4

2.5

1.2

Adult Friend-
Neighbor $.1 2.3 1.7'- 2.3 2.4 2.9 2.4 2.5

Other kids 2.3 0.0 1.1 .0.0 0:0, 0.0 2.4 0.6

Other 3:3 0.0 _1.7 2.3 2.4 o.o 0.0 1.2

;TOTAL 100.0' 100.0 100.0
-,- 4

100.0. 100.0 100.0 100.0

.11 = (88),_ (178). (34), (42) (43)* (42) (161)

-1975-

_ Mother 21.5 63.3. 42.9 47.6 72.1 49.2 68.6 60.2

Father 64.5 24.5 44.0 42.8 11.1 36.1 , 17.1 25.8

Sibling 4.2 5.1 4.7 4.8 2.8 4.9 4.3 4.1

Other
Relative- 3.2 2.0 2.6 3.2 2.8 4.9 4.3 3.8

Teacher 2.2 3.1 2.6 1.6 5.6 3.3' 4.3 3.8

Preacher -,1.1 0.0' 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Adult Friend- 444.

Neighbor 0.0 2.*C/ 1.1 , 0,Q 2.8 0.0 1.4 1.1

.e",

Other kids-
-.

1.1

,.

0*.0

.,._

0.5
,

,

0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 ;. 0.4

Other - '2: 2

.,

-0 . 0 1.1 0.0 1.4 1.64' 0.0,,.. 0.8

110i'Al.,- foo.o 7.100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0.

N = (93) (98) (141) (63) (72)' .(61)... '(70), (266)
.111111.

Total

51.9

33.9

4.3

2.1

i .5

loo.o

(339)

53.o

33.5

4.4

3.3

'3.3

0.2

1.1

0,4

0.8

100.0

(457)
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in either year, Second, boys;seem to value t r fathers' yibetmore-than

girls do and"converse1y, girls tend. to valu -their moth is' advice more than

boys do, This does not, however, contradict the third' /trend: that urban boys

value their w
/

thers' advice much more than do rural/boys, In part, this is

undoubtedly due to; /the
/
the greater number of broken marriages in the urban 1

Come areas (pa ticularly among blacks) than/in rural low-income areas.
/.

//
In additi to th6,,,question, "Whose advice is most important/to you

about your future plans?,' the children were asked to check, on a list, each

of the types of person with whom they had talked about their future plans,

Again, parents were named far more often than others, and this was partic-

ularly true of the mothers (Table 4). With the exception of the white urban

and rural boys in 1969 and'the white rural males in ,1975, mothers rank as
44

the, person talked to most by each group of children,

the rural and urban white boys

Brothers, sisters, and other

Fathers were reported most talked to by

in 1969; but only by the rural boys in 19754

relations were consulted by one -fifth'to one - fourth of all groups in both

s ey years. Teachers were 'listed by 10 to 30% of thi,,various groups in

4

01'
he two years, In 1975 black urban boyS and girls 1iOed teachers more than

::,-

any other group did, Ministers were named by fewer than 10% of all

in each year.

A major change oocurred over-the 6-:year'period in tbe number of_child'ren'

interacting with their peer groups. With the exception of the white urban

girls, all groups indicated sharp increases in the percentage who'had spoken

with "other kids." There was,also a large decrease in the number 'of children

whp reporteetalking with adult friends or neielbors. These percentages are

given in_Table"4,
4
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TABLE 4. PERSONS WITH WHOM CHILDREN SAY THEY TALKED ABOUT FUTURE JOB:
PERCENTAGE WHO NAMED EACH TYPE OF PERSON, 1969 AND 1975

-23- 1,

White
Male

`Mother 46.4

Father 62.9

Sibling 27T8

Other
Relative 20,6 28.1' 24.2 26.7' 34.8 26.1 28.6

12.4 13.5 12.9 11.1 30.4. 25.0 14.

1.0 '0.0 0.5 11.1 Tio.9 8.3

Rural

White
Female

61.8

.32.6

24.7

White
Tdtal Male

-1969-

53.8 46.7 67.4 61.1.

48.4 51.1 39.1 t58.3

26.3 22:2 28.3 27.8.

Urban

White Black Black '

Female Male Female Total

66.7

21.4

23.8

Teacher

Preacher

Adult Friend-
Neighbor

Other kids

.Other 'person

21.6

27.8

3.1

27.0 24.2 ).f29 34,8 25.0 '31.0

27.0 27.4 24.4 47, 8 . 2U8 23.8

1.1, 2.2 -4.4 4.3, /2.8 ku.

60.4

42.1 '4,.4

25.4 5.9

Total

.30.8-

20.1

8.9 4.5

30.2 27.0

3.1.4 29.3

3.0 ,2.5

N = (97) (89) (186) (45) (46) (30 (42) (169) (355)

Mother

Father

Sibling

Other,

Relative

Teacher

Preacher

53.6

61.9.

-26.8

25.8

12.4

3.1

-1975-

63.7 5$.8 60.8

38.2 49.7 5

61

2 9 45,)J, 2p.5

32.4 29.6 27.0 30. 32.8

23.1 21.6 25.0 28.1 37.2,

21.6 17.1 9.5 14.5 29,7 28.2

.49 4.0 5.4 5.3 6.3 1.3
15,

Adult Friend-
Neighbor. 17,5 17.6 , 17.6

Other ki.ds' 37.1 39.2 38.2

Other person 14.1 /5.9 59

17.6 17.1 26.6 26.9

43.2 36,8 35.9 44.9

1.4 3.9 6.3 2.6

63.0- 61.3

36.3 41.8'

.3o.1 29,9

28.1

20.2

4.5 4.3

21.9 20.2

46.4-, 39.5

2.s/t 4.1

= (97) (io2) (199) (74) / (76) (64)(j (78f) (7292)-7(i91)

Percentages total to more than 100.0% becpos. respo
With whom he had talked. 4ri)

s were'to indicate all person



TABLE 5, EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATINS BX RESIDECE, RACE, AND MC:
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY EDUCATIONAL "LEVEL ASPIRED, TO, 1969,--A1D 1975

Rural Urban,

Educational White White White White Black Black
Level Male Female Total Rile Vemale Male Female Total otal

.
8th Grade. 3.1 2.2

,
1.-2 Ytars . ..

Higy School 1 k. 1 3.4
Trade School;
Not High
School 1.0 6.0 .

Finish High .
School 17.5 6.8

-....t.

- '1969-

2.7 8.9 0.0 ,l5.7;.,'r
3.8 2.2 .. 2.2 6.0

0.5 2.2 Cd0.' 0.0

12.4 13.3 13.0 11.4

0.0 3.6 3.1

, 0.9 , ,:. .2.5
,

.0.0- -0.6.- 0.6

,. ,-.-.?
9.5 11.9, 12.2.

Finish High ., i .... .; t
./ . ,- ,

SChoo1,84 Go .,
s

Trade School 6.2 5.6 5.9 4.4 4.4 8:6 : 4,4':.8 .. 5.4 5:6- ," '
1-2 Years ...

pollege:-' ." 9,3 0.0 4.8 13.3 6.5 .17.1 14.3 .1.2..5 8,5

Finiiih College 58.8 I. 82.0 69.9 . 55.7 : 73.9 57.2 '71.4 .648 :. 6747.-

ALL low.o 100.0 100.0 162.0 iod.b

N = (97) (-89) (186) (45) (46) .(35) (42) (168) (354)

1"/..

-1975-

bth Grade 7.3 2.9, -5.1 , '19.6., 6.6

1-2' Years

High School. 13.5

--- Trade
No High
School 2.1 6.0 1. r---00. O. ,

Finish High,

1.0' 7.1 ;2.7

4.9

1.3 2.4 4 -3

,--
.)- .'"-.::,

School 22 9 16.8, ..7 1'9. -, . .
. .
5.2 10.7', . 1,..[.3;

. ....

Finish High , , .

Tr e School 9'.24 2.9 6 1 . :5.9 3.1- ,5.2 4.2 4.9,
4

1 Years ,
!.. ,

1 .0 loo.:2_,_-_-"o, 1 c/ loo:o loo.o. 6,.o, 16o.o
1. (1o2) (1-§tY7-"' (76) (6Y) (77) 29o) (488)

X
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EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS AND EXPECTATIONS
,

'The survey in,botoears asked'also about the students' educational

- aspirations and igpectations,, In 1969 a majority'tf all the fifth and sixth.

graders- interviewed hoped to finish col although not all of them really

expected to. The greatest 'change over the 6-year keriod again .,ocCillxed among

4
theboys, Ine1975 less than a majority.of the retralithite-maies and urban

i

white Miles hoped to ini&tollege; and. of these, the-:rural boys had had the

greater change in aspirations over the 6years (10.1e 5). Whereas, in 1969,

'... ....

68% of the rural males hdioed to attend college for at least a year or two in

1975 only 45% wanted to attendlcollege and 38% hoped to finish. There was

also among this group a.major increase in the perCentage who wanted to drop .

Out before finishing high school--up from 7% in 1969 to 41% in 1975-- and a,

' greater portion of rural boys wanted no more than high school completion or

a fiigh school diploma plus some vocational training (32% in 1975 compared with

24% in.1969),

.The white urban boys alsi&showed.a. downward shift in 'educational aspi-

rations t not,nearly so great as that of their ruralcounterparts. A

ty of these urban boys:still hoped to go to college'(69% in 1969 and

16

63% in 1°-
.

but not all of these wanted to finish college (49% in 1975

compared with 56% 969). There was no significant change in the percen-

-tagepf urban white youth who would like to drop out befOre finishing high

\

,school (12.3% in 1975 and 11.1% in 1 However, this is still a rather

high percentage. .It wad the highest percentage among all the groups in 1969'

and was second only to the 7a1 boys in.'"*5..

On.the other hando. startlingly large proportion of the 1975 sample
e.

. . .. .

urban black males indicated a desire to linish 'college; Almost 90% hoped to.

go o o collegeand 70% wanted to graduate, This was an increase from 74% and 41-

4
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. \

57% in 1969. This increase and the decrease amorj the rural bays seem to

reflect some awareness on th Students! part' of just 'hOw much education is

necessary for the occupation they would like to have., The black males seem

t

to realize that th,aroad to career in professional athletics is best travel-
.

led in, college, and tha rural white toys seem to know that operating a truck' '

does it.. require much.f rmal ducation. .

The ur white boy, ho ver, showed an increased desire to obtain

-professional job but decre4eed' ambitions to finish college. Although this

.1

seeis-contradictbry.,it` utp the occupational and educational aspirations, of

thid gip in +: er corre a n 46% desiring profess;onaljobs *nd 5Q%

holing to finish col oups of boyscrural white and.urban_

-.....;blask,..indicated much hidVr e ucationalgoa occupational goals.,

.

(Coipare Table 1 with Table 5.,

The white girls, as .did t e white boys, had rower educational aspirations

in 1975 than they did in 1969. aghty-two percent of the rural girls hoped

to finish college in 1969, but duly 68% NOW to in 1975. Of the urban wh

girls, 65% in 1975 compared With 74% 'in 1969 hoped to completecollege ed-

ucation. Among both ,of these gro ps there was an increase in those who wanted

1 ,

to drop out before completing high',school. Although the increase was only

light among the rural -girls (up about 2 percentage points), it was more

striing'among the urban white giriS (10.5% in 1975 compared with 2.2% in

190): %OM

These lowered educational aspirations of the rural girls'are difficult

to assess in view of 'their occupational desires, Why, for instance, should

there. be an' increase in those desiring professional jobs (75% in 1969'and

85% in 1975) but a decrease in those wanting to, inish college (82% in 1969

and 68% in 1975)? Although these cti, dren were, probably aware of qe edUcatioh

necessary,for occupations such as physician, lawy r, or veterinarian (all

28-
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-newly mentioned in 1975), they may well have been unaware of the education
. .

necessary to-'be

in 1975), This

a sociarworker or recreational worker (also newly Temtioned

might accouht for some i5f the discrepancy,. It is alsO .likely

that some of those mentioning nurse or teacher mightliave meant nurses aide,

prattical nurse, or teacher's aide, for which less education is necessary.

The cbrrelation between the occupational and educational aspirations of

the'urban white girls is more reasonable. The trend is downward in both

spheres,' however, both in41975 and 1969 there was a discrepancy, with more

girls wanting prOfesSional ,jObs.than wanted to finish college, This is the/

reverse of-the situation among the.boys, where educational aims were higher

than occupational goals.

Of all the groups in 1975, the urban black.giris had the highest.ed-

ucailonal aspirations, Threvfourths, of these students (75.3% hoped to

-finish college. The percentagO'Or this grouPin 1969 was only slightly

lower, 71.4 %. - These percentageF-ae highly consistant with occupational
.

aspirations for this group - -7& wanting professional jobs in 1975 and

75.3% hoping to. finish college; in 1969 73.0 wanting to obtain a professional

job and 71,4% hoping to obtain a, college degree.

Not OhlY'did the urban black girls have the highest ecipcatiOnal.aspi-'

rations in 1975, they also had the highest expectations. Thatisi when asked

116,:r they thought they really would go in school, 60% felt that they really

would finish college. The .black males and rural white girls-had the next

highest level of expectation in 1975 (53/ in each group expected to finish

college), These rates were up considerably from 1969 for the. black students__-

and about the same for the rural girls (Uble,6).

The black males showed the largest increase in educational expectations--

up from 33% in 1969 to 53% in 1975 in the proportion expecting to finish college

4
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TABLE 6. EDUCATIONAL EXPECTATIONS BY RESIDENCE, RACE; AND SEX:'
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL EXPECTED, 1969 AND 1975

Rural

Educational White, White
Level ;Males. Female Total

\
8th Grade

1-2 'Y'ars

3.1 2.3

High School 2.1 5.7

Trade School,
Not High
School ". O,.A 0.0.

Finish- High
School, 36.1 27.3

Finish High
School & Go
Trade School 5.2 3.4

1-2 Years .

College 11.2 8.0

Finish College 42.3 53.3

2.7

3.8

0.0

31.9

4.3

9.7

7.6

ALL

=

f

100.0 100.0 100.0

(97) (88) (185)

8th'Grade ` 7.2, 2.9 5.0

1-2 Years
High, Schocl--20.6 , -2.0 11.1

Trade School,
Not Hgih
School 1.0 0.0 0.5'

Finish High'
School 32.0 28.4 30,2

Finish High
School & Go
Trade School 6.2. 5.9 6,0

1-2 Years
College 13.4 7.9 10:6--

Finish College 19.6-- 52.9 36.6

ALL 100.0 1.00.0-100.0

N = (97) (102) (199)

Urban

Total
White
Male

White
Female

Black
Male

Black
Femal Total

-1969-

6.7

6.7

0.0

2.2

0.0

: 2.8

0.0

0.0

1.8,

3.0

2.3

3.4

0.0 5.6 0.0 2:4 .1.1

22.2. 32.6 19.4 26.2 25.4 28.8

'2.2* 4.3 8.3 4.8 4.7 4.5

.f
15.6 19.6 30.6 21.4 21.3 15.3

42.2 33.3 47.6 41.4 44.6

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 / 100.0 100.0

(45)- , .(46)- (42) (169) (354)

-1975-

8.2 9.3. 3.1 3.8 5.7

8.2' 9.3 3.1. 7.8

1.4 0.0 0.0 0.3 OA,

28.8 29:3 7;8 9.0 1.9.0 23.5

8.2 2.7 0.0. 5.1 4.1 4.9

19.2 12.0 32;8 20.5' 20.7 16.6

26.0 37.4 53.2 60.3 44.2 41.1

100.0 100.0, 100.0 .100.0 100.0 1Qp.b. .

(73 ) (75) (64) (78) (290) (489)

-30



(Tables 5 and 6)- -just es they did in aspirations.

black boys showed a substantial increase in the percentage

to go to college; if not graduate (86% in 1975 compare with*6 in

.6% expeCted to drop out of school before graduating from high school. 0

3% expected to do this in 1969. The difference in aspirations and expectations

for this group was not as great in 1975 as it had been in 1969. Six years

ago 57% of the slack males hoped to go to college,.but only33% expected to

go that far. The percentages for 1975 were 7,2 .,.and 53, respectively.

The spread between.aspirations and expectations was also reduced for
A

the black girls in 1975.. At this time 75% aspired to et,...a0I-1egeaclucation,

and 60%-thOught they 4Uld'attain In .1969, 71% hOped to finish college,

but only thoughtthey_wnuld-do so. The white rpral gir115iinsholted

the same level of educational expectations as the bilaCk:boys (53% expected

to finish College in 1975) and the same level as heir 1969 counterparts;-

also had a narrower spread between aspirations a d expectationv-iain y be-

cause these girls had much lower aspirations in.1975 than they did in 1969.

All of' the other groups, the rural white boys and the urban white boys

and girls,. indicated lower educational expectations in 1975 than they did-

/
in 1969. The white rural boys showed the greatest drop in eXpectations,

from 42% expecting to finish college in 1969-to only 20% expecting to do so

in 1975: The urban white boys were down' from 42% in 1969,to 26% in 1975 and

the urban white girls were down from Y1%.to 37%, The rural boys alsO-had______

the, highest percentage expecting to diOp Out before finishing high school,:

28% in-1975, compared with 5% in,1969.

The urban white children indiOtted that nianyf them also expected to

drop out. Ninete n percent of the gir a 141 orthe boys expected to, do

so. ',;11 1969, the highest percentage expecting to dr ut of school_was
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among tha urban 'white boys, with .10.2 The urban white girls showed a_drg-

matic increas in those expecting to drop out - -up from Z% in 1969 to 19% in

1975 (Table 0,

Further exploring the drop-out problem vtas this question on the survey:,

"Have you ever.tilked with your parents about dropping out before finishing

high school?" The Was an increase in, all groups of those who-said they had

ttalked with their parents abCut dropping out of school, but among the urban

d the urban white males the change was very small,--The percentage

of,urban.white girls who tamed abOut -dropping out increased from 15% in 1969

-
to 22% in 1975, and the rural white girls showed a still greater increase,

from 7 to 10, The largest increase occurred. amoiiithe whiterural boys,

a

with 32% of them in 1975 having talked with their parents about dropping out

of,school as opposed to 15% in 1969 (able 7). this increase is not surpris

ing in view of the great incrftaselinithe percentage of white rural boys who

indicate

school completion (Table

In general, the trend..in percentages of students talking to th

their educational goal,is'in fact to drop out before high

o

about dropping out is in keeping with that of students actuary desiring to

. The white rural girls are, however, the exception. There was

little increa e- er the-six-year period in:the'mumber of these students

desiring to drop out, but the percentage talking about.dropping,out almost

doubled., b

?A follow-up survey in 1975 of this same 1969 group revealed that in
fact 42% ot the urban white males dropped out. Only 1 of the urban. blank
males dropped odt,and the drop-out percentage for the urban white and ur-
ban black girls- was 52 and 24 pSioetti respectively. Forty percent of the

--rural white boys dropped 'out as did 38% of then rural white females

( Mashed data).
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TABLE 7. EXTLNT OF _DISCUSSION WITH PARENTS ABOUT DROPPING OUT OF SCHOOL:
PERCEgTAGE-1),..ISTRIBUTION, 1969 AND 1975

)

Extent of
Discussion

Rural Urban

Total

White
Male

'White

'Female

,

'Total

White White
. Male Female

Black
Male

Black
Female

.

Total

A tot.

-

A Little

None

4.2

11.3

84.5.

1.1

5.6

93.3

2.7

8.6

88.7

-1969-

2.2 0.0

17.8 15.2

80.0 84.8

2.8

11.1

86.1

/

7.1

2.4

90.5

3.0

11.8

85,2

2.8

10.2

87.0

TOTAL . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10010 .100.0 100.0

Noc (97) (89 (186) (45) (46) (36) (42) (169) (355)

-1975-

A. Lot, 17.7 1.0 9.1 8.1 7.9 4.7 1.3 5:5 6.9

A Little 14.6 11.8 13.1 13.5 1485 10.9 9.0 12.0 12.4

None 67.7 87.2 77.8 78.4' 77.6 84.4 89.7 82.5 '80.7

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.9

N= (96) (102) (198) (74) (76) (64) (78) (292) (490)

33



-32-

TABLE 8 PARENTSI EDUCATIONAL GOALS FOR THEIR CHILDREN,
AS PERCEIVED BY THE CHILDREN: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, 1969 AND 1975

Rural Urban

Total
Educational White

Goal Male
White
Female Total

White
Male 1

White-: Black
Female Male

Black
Female Total

-1969-

8th Grade 0.0 1.1 0.5 2.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.6

1-2 Years 6

High School 0.0 1.1 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.4. 0,6 0.6

Trade School,
Not High om
'School 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.4 6.6 0.3

FinishThigh
.

.

School 11.3 11.4 11.4 15.6 17.4 13.9 16.7 '16.0 13.6

Finish argh . .

School & Go .

Tradem-School 1.1 ; 2.3 1.7- 0:0 2.2 2.8 0.0 1.2 1.4

1-2 Years
College 7.2 3.4 5.4 4.4 8.7' 13.9 4.8 7.7 6.5

Finish College 80.4 80.7 80.5 77.8 71.7 69.4 73.7 73.3 77.0

ALL 100.0 100.0..--100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 : 100.0

N = (97) (88)' (185) ,(45) (46) (36) (42) (169) (354)

-1975-

8-41 Grade 0.0 1.0 0.5 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 '0.3 0.4

1-2 Years
High SChool 0.0 0.0: 0.0 0.0 3.9 0;0 1,0 0.6

Trade School,
Not High
School 1.0 0.0 0.5 1.3, 0.0 , 0.0 0.0 . 0.3 .0.4

Finish High ,
School 33.0 21..5 27.2 23.0 15.8 0.0 6.4 11.6 17.9

Finish High
'School & Go
-Trade School 3.1 2.0 2.5 4.1 0.0 1.6 1.3 1.7 2.0

1-2 Years
College 3.1 2.0 ,2.5 5.4 6.6 9.4 1,0.3 7.9 5.8

Finish College 59.8 73.5 66.8 -.64.9 73.7 - ,89.0 82.0 , .77.2 72.9

XL 100.0 '100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

N z (97) (102)`' (199) (74), (76) (60 (78) (292)' ,(491)
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DIFLUENCiS ON EDUCATIONAL GOALS

cc

The students were also given the opportunity to evaluate their parents'

desires about how far they'should go school. There was little change over
-1

the years in how any thought thattheir parents wanted them to drop-out of

school, bUt.significant chaOreurrecramong the urban black-boyCglidthe

rural white boys in how Blank thought their parents wanted them to (finish

college. Whereas 80% of the rural; boys in 1969 thought their paxen wanted

them to finish college, only 60% thought so in 1975, There was a corres-

ponding increase froni 11% who thought their .parents ,just wanted them to

finish high school in 1969 to' 33%-in 1975: It is interesting that although

32S-Of these boys in 1975 had talked with their parents about dropping out

before Completing high school (Table 7),.none of them perceived this as a

parental goal for themselves (Table 8).

Just ass..the education4goas of black boys were higher. in 1975 than

in 1969, so were their perceptions of parental Seventy percent

those 'boys in 1969 thought their parents wanted them, to f h college, but

89% thought So in 1975. The black girls'also in cated higher parental aims,

up from 74% to 82% (Table 8).

The percentages for the an white girls remained the same, but fewer.,

off' the rural white girls and the urban 'white boys in 1975"thought their

parents desired a college education for them and more thought their parents

would be content if they complotecthigh school.

This downward trend in perceived parental goals is revealed further in

responses to the question, "How do your parents feel about your finishing

high school?" The rural white girls were the only groups in which percent-

ages remained about the same. A little over half of'these girls in both

years felt that their parents would insist on their finishing high school.

), 3
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TABLE 9 . PARENTS' FEELING ABOUT THEIR CHID FINISHING HIA SCHOOL.
AS PERCEIVED BY THE CHILD: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, 1969 AND 1975

,
..tRural Urban

Parents' White . White White,. White Black Black
Feeling Male Female Total Male Female Male Female Total Total

..,,,

-1969- i
Insist I t

:

Finish 55.7 \ 53.9. 54.8 _ _48-.9 54.3 52.8 48.8 51.2 53.o
...- .:

.. :-Rather I . . .., ..

Finish 41.2 -42.-7" 41:9. 48.9' 45.7 44.4 48-.8 471.p ii4.5'

Awl, t Care 2.1 0.0 ,,!1:1":"--- 0.0 0.0

Rather.I Not 4
Finish

, ...

*Won't Le
F' h

.

ALL

N =

'Insist I
Finish

.

Rather I
Finish

on't_Care

fiather

------<7. :-.,

1,-.-cr 1,.1 1.1 0.0

. 0.0 2.3. 1:1 2.2

100.0 ibox 100.0 *100:o

(97) (89) (186) (45)

41.2 52.9 , 47.2' 37,8
/

. '
52.6 46.1 49.2 .. 5 4,

ALL

3.1 0.0 1.5 4.1
- h ,

3.1 1.0- 2.1 2.7.

100.0 100.0 ,100.0 100.0

(97) *(102) (199.) (74)

2:.8 ' :a,a0 0.6 .0.8
..../

0.0 7 0,_.0 i 0.6
,,,--,

, . ,
-'-'

0.0 -'"2.4 .1;2 ' T :1
. etv

100.0 100.0

(46) (36)

44.8_ 42.2

- ..

53.9 - 57.8

0.0 0.0

t> 1,3 0.0

itp.o 100.6 100.0'

(41) (168) (354)

37* 1 40.4
,..,,

43.2

59.0 '' 56.5 53.6

100.0 loo.o_

. (76) (64)

2.6 1.7 1.6
. .

1.3 1:4

100.6 100,0' 100.4

(78) (292) (491)

*This category is omitted on the, 1975 distribution because no child in 1975 responded
to this choice.
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In all other groups less than half thought so in 1975, but close,to'half

or more thought so in 1969, 4Ebccept for the rural white girls,*there was a

larger percentage in 1975 who: thought their Parents would rather they complete-

their,high school education but not insist upon it, ranging from 53 to 59%

in 1975 -and 41 to 49% in 1969.(Table 9). 4
. .

,

. t -
..

There ris an apparent cdntradiction in perceiVed parental goals; among

the black children. Ones-might, expect that children who thOught that their.

parents wanted them to.finish college d also feel that their parents
0

would at least require them to complete a high. school education. This is

not the case, for fewer black children thought their Barents would insist

on a high school education in 1975-than did in 1969 (down from 53% for tie

boys and 49% for the girls in 1969 to 42 and 37%,-respectively (Table-9),

w. At, the same amp, 89% of the black boys and 82% of the black girls felt

' their parents wanted them to finish college, cOmpared with 69 and 74% in

1975 (Table 8), It is probable that the children arehere discriminating

between the perceived desires of their parents and the perceived pressure

that the parents would apply; which are, of course, not.necessari2y

-correlated,

The survey also sought to determine how much 'and to whom the children

taIked.abOuttilkreducational goals. There was not0 'much change in the

responses to this question from 1969 to 1975 (Table10). In both'years

a large majority (more than 75% of eazh group) said 'they talked with their

mothers about how far'they should go in school, Mother was the person most

often consulte&by the children in'each group but she was consulted by some-
,

what fewer in 1975. than ,in 1969,
A

,

An each group the fathe s_ranked second in percentage of children

talking overthei edudational goals with them in 1975. Among the,urban
'is

, .
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TABLE 10. PERSONS TH WHOM CHILDRaT SAY THEY T OUT

EDUCATIONAL.GOAT.:§1 -PMROENTAGE WHO MANED EACH TXPE OF PERSON 1969 AND 1975

/Rural Urban
//

Person, Wh White
Taiked,With Female

er 89.7 92.1

Father 70.1 .64.o

Sibling

OtheF:
Relative

22.7 . -27.o

.,..
...7

16.5 21.3

Total
White
Male

-1969-

90.9 80.9

67.2 -62.2_,

24.7: 62.2

-:/i8.8 33.3/

White
:I:

Black '

Female Female Total Total

7..
84.8

/
/83.3 , 81.0 84.6 87.9

63. 61.1 40.5 56.8: 42;31,'.

.1 77,8 66.7 70:4 5

i

37.0 '22.2 31.0 1,4 24.8

Teaeher 20.6 24.7 22.6, 33.3 30.4 27.8 .6 30.2 26.2

Preacher 3.1 1*/ 1 42.2 6.7 8.7 80 4.8 7.1 4:5

"Adult Friend' //
or Neighbor 9.3/. 12.4 10.8 28:9 21.7 3.9 21.4 21.9 16.1

-1975-
.

Am.
Mother 77:3 -.82.4 -: 79.9 82.4 77.6 t44.4.,-- 75.6%2 79,8- 79.8

lo .

Father 72.2 62.7 67.3 52.7 44.7.' 50'.0 -46.2 ; 48.3 56.0
.

>

Sibling 29.9 32,4 31.2 27.0 34.2, ,.26.6 24.4 28.1 . 29.3
.,

Other
Relative 25.8 . 27.5 26.6' 20.3 19.7: 32.8 . 29',:5 25.3 25.9

Teacher 21:6, 21.6 21.6 10.8 17.1 23.4 23.1, 18.5 19.8

'Preacher 1.0 3.9. , 2.5 1:4/ 4.1.3 6.3- 1.3 2,4 ' 2.4

Adult Friend
.,--

or Neighbor 11.3 ' 15.7 13.6 12/.2 15.8" 20.4 12.§ 15.1 14.5°,

- Other kids 20.6 /0.5 22.14 "003 2204 15.6 14,.1 18.02 41908

J.

------- Other Person ''. 3. 4.9" 4.0 0.0 3.9 6.3 2.6 3.,:1 ,3.5

,(97) (102) (199) .(74) (76) (78) , (292) '(x+91)

_, /
Percentag

/
totaIrto more than 100.0% because respondents were to indicate all:persons

with om.bezhad talked.
3

,/,..
4 ,

a

//- L
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groups this repres d a substantial increase, Fathers alsoranked second

in 196 rural girls and boys, and yere tied fox second place with

brothers and sisters among white urban males, For the other groups, urban

blackAioys and girls and urbanwhite'girls, a brdther or sisterzanked sec-

ond nd fathers third in-1969,

-------
Among the urban groups here was a dra atic decrease in tie numb'er of

/

sibling, but lit le change amonErtne-ural &r-6 ps,

Other changes. occurre in the percentages consulting other relatives, with a

slight increase -amq g the rural girls apci boys and an Oven greater increase

, among the black, rban boyS, ,The.urb white )oys and girls and the black

/. .

girls indica ed that fewer of the consulted other relatives in 1975 than

childrenwho talked with

in 1969.

, The greatest change among the rural group was in the percent- talking

/

4th "other kids" about;how far to go in school. The percentage of boys talking,
17/

/ 40

to their VATs Wa/VAp-from 10% in 1969 to 21% in 1975, and the figures for the

o

j girls was up from 12% to 24%, This is similar to the increasedpeer group
4

interaction that was noted in reported consultation about occupational goals.

It is,sUrprising that this large increase was riot noted among the urban'
z .

,-. /'
children, Percentages, here were higher, but effectively remained .about t_

same (Table 10):
/

The.Percentage in each group talkiiigtdlieachers about thei educational

goals declined betWeen the two years from 20 t 0% in1.969 ndto around

,20% in 1975. This decline was gre among white urn boys and girls.

On the whole and for b. ears theirChildren were much more likely to have

talked with_so eone a their edUcationa 71s than about their occupa-

,tional'aimS 1 '10 and 4),

J
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CONCLUSIONS

Comparison of,the 969 and1975 s ey data indicates a few.distinct

and clear:toutchangeS4 -These changes occurred mainly In the occupational

,,/ Y.

,/^,
and ethic anal goe4s of white rura boys a black 141 boys,(, Black urban

. ,,--

boys projected ..n 1975MuOh ighepareef and educate goals for themselves

,,,'''
.

:than did the coil/Taxable cohort' )n 1969. White rural, boys,von the other.hand,
, . .

A3rojected puch lower goals 1975, and the change in goals for white, urban

boys presented" mixed pi ture, The result of these changes .was that in 1975

.

the go is of black,bov were much higher than those o white boys. We have
i

,/ / /'

fe ed some tentative explanations for these trends but the reasons should
o ,/

explored

of a

therin additional research;
ft

there was much less change among the girls, although there is evidence

shift toward a wider range_of career choices, In 1975 girl

rojected higher educational and occupational,stattth levels than did
I

%or

boys,

Both surveys indicated that children of this_age do not discriminate
.

--

much between occupational aspirations and expectations, tending to respond

/ y
similarly to both questions, They seem to differentiate somewhal mere between

f

aspirations and expectations With reference to educational gdals but the cor-

respondende between their educ/ ational and occupational goals is not great ."1--

.

. ..

.
.

.
.4.41itA ,

, .

enough to indicate full awareness of the link' etween education nd'oc- j-

cupationdattainment,'

Parental advice was,sought much more often than advi from any other
-

group, concerning both occupation rland educational go' ; Mothers were

most often consulted, especi y.about education, overthe 6, -Year

///
period there seemed to be an increase in peer- oup'interaction relating '

to goals. Teachers did not rank very high = ong those from who advice

40 4
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4

was sought in either year, and as'sources of educational'advice hey dealinei

virerAe six years, especially among urban whites.

,

yF
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